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2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1^ ^^^^ 

3. £3 The drawings filed on February 7 th . 2002 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim's 11-13 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Midorikawa 
teaches of main storage division (i.e. DRAM (102)) used for controlling the entire image 
signal decoding apparatus, which has a frame storage division for storing frame data for 
performing the motion compensation process (Column 9, Lines 66-67 and Column 10, 
Lines 1-4; Column 20, lines 33-51; See also Figure 1), Figure 1 shows that the external 
memory (DRAM) is within the motion vector detecting device, Column 20 also shows 
the use for the DRAM in the motion compensation process; a decoding processing 
division for performing a decoding process including motion compensation, which as a 
dedicated storage division used for a motion compensation process in decoding of an 
image signal, and a motion compensation processing division for performing the motion 
compensation process to the image signal (Column 18, lines 53-65); said dedicated 
storage division (i.e. internal memory) stores, of the frame data stored in said frame 
storage division, the frame data of a predetermined address highly likely to be referred 
to in the motion compensation process (Column 10, Lines 5-16); and said motion 
compensation processing division (i.e. motion vector detecting unit (104) performs the 
motion compensation process by referring to the frame data stored in said dedicated 
storage division (Column 10, Lines 17-21); Figure 36 is also submitted as prior art 
teaching that an internal memory device is dedicated to the motion vector detector unit 
while the external memory is separated controlling the motion vector detecting process. 
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Malladi continues by teaching a frame storage division has a first and a second storage 
divisions capable of storing the frame data of one frame respectively, and said first 
storage division stores processing results outputted by said motion compensation 
processing division, and said second storage division stores the frame data for 
performing the motion compensation process. Midorikawa and Malladi fail to 
specifically teach the concept of the case where the motion compensation processing 
division needs to refer to the frame data not stored in the frame storage division, the 
address administration division has a predetermined error compensation process that is 
defined performed. A further search was conducted which failed to yield any prior art. 
Therefore, the prior art fails to teach or render obvious these limitations taken within the 
other in the claim. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patrick H. Cathey II whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7326. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30 to 5:00 (Every 
other friday off). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mehrdad Dastouri can be reached on (571)272-7418. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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